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Interviews for this publication were carried out from
February to September 2011. All source material is on file
with Amnesty International.

This document falls under Amnesty International’s Demand
Dignity campaign, part of which focuses on human rights
violations against people living in informal settlements,

or slums.

We call on all governments to end forced evictions, ensure
equal access to public services, and promote the active
participation of people living in informal settlements in
decisions and processes that affect their lives.

cover photo: Ten Heap holds her son, Voeun Savong.
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For the recommendations linked to this document, see
Eviction and resistance in Cambodia: Five women tell their
Stories — Recommendations (Index: ASA 23/007/2011).
For more on Amnesty International’s work in Cambodia,
see Rights razed: Forced evictions in Cambodia (Index:
ASA 23/002/2008).

Amnesty International has also produced a series of films on
the women featured in this document. Go to www.amnesty.org
to see the full documentary film, Stories of eviction and
resistance in Cambodia, and five separate films focusing on
each of the women.
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“A woman leader”

As a woman, Hong also had to break through
perceptions within her own community about women’s
roles and abilities. She explains that “in society, the
women are still not equal to men because some
women give themselves a low value by thinking they
can't be compared to men. But for me, | think | can,”
she smiles.

Hong says that previously, “I had the feeling of not
being able to do certain things... Since | started...

to be involved in community work, | was determined to
try my best to learn because | thought that at least
knowing something could stop men looking down on
me... [Now] | have been doing work for my village

for two years as a village deputy. So | realized: ‘Wow,

| could do some work even though | am a woman.’
Now | am so proud of myself... | have made something
happen and am a woman leader.”

“l want to keep the forest, earn a living
the traditional way, step by step.”

Despite Hong's personal achievements and improved
knowledge, and increased organization among affected
communities, the threats to Prey Lang have got worse.
New companies have been issued concessions for
plantations over large areas of land that people live or
rely on. A Vietnamese-owned company called CRCK
Rubber Development was granted 6,000 hectares in
2010. In February 2011, some 400 people tried to
protest at the offices of CRCK against the clearing
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of forest. They were blocked by military and provincial
police, who fired shots into the air and aimed their guns
at the protesters.

Hong joined an action the following month, in which
villagers requested information from PNT Co Ltd, a
company with another rubber plantation concession
nearby. “The community went to advocate,” explains
Hong. “They asked the company to show them

the licence and which ministry provided that license
to the company to start their business. The company
chased the people away and threatened people,
prevented people from seeing the licence.”

There is no school, no health centre, no electricity

and no solid roads in Hong’s village. But Hong says,
“For us, the Indigenous People, no matter how bad
the roads are, we don’t care because we want to live
with our freedom. If the roads get better, we would
have [a bigger] problem of losing our land because the
company could more easily reach the area... We are
not excited about seeing the company coming either.”

In Hong's view, “development can provide money for
spending for just a short period of time... Once the
money has gone, the villagers have already lost the
land, the [natural] wealth. | have seen that in other
villages. That's why | don’t want to choose that. | am
happy to keep my land to give to my children,
grandchildren or someone who is homeless... | want

to keep the forest, earn a living the traditional way, step
by step.”
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Hong with husband, Yan Ty, and sons, Yan Phanna and Yan
Vanna, June 2011.

Now | am so proud of myself. | have made something happen

and am a woman leader.
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